
Meeting Report

October 5, 2017
Seven members attended the meeting.  

Items discussed were:

Eakin Creek Canyon Photo Outing:  SUNDAY, October 22.  Be at the Lac des Roches viewpoint by 0900, or at the 
parking area for Eakin Creek Canyon by 0930.

Elia Locardi's Processing Methods Workshop: Sunday, November 12, 2017, at Eagleridge.  Start Time: 0900
This is the first in a series of workshops on the same topic.  The workshop will last for at most four hours.  We will watch 
the processing portion of a Locardi video and then practice Elia's steps on the same photos he uses.  A maximum of two 
videos will be watched so as not to overwhelm attendees.  Please note that you must have either Photoshop or Photoshop 
Elements installed on the computer you bring to the workshop. Note: Elia Locardi uses Photoshop (and Nik); there is no 
guarantee that Elements can do all of the processing steps.

Calibrating Autofocus on your camera/lens combination: each camera and lens combination is usually slightly different.
Two identical camera/lens combinations will not usually give identical auto focus results.  So, it is a good idea to calibrate 
your camera and lens so that autofocus always lands on the best focus point.  Most cameras allow you to adjust, or fine tune,
the AF focus point forward or backward by small amounts.  Using a specialized target and a series of photos of it, it is 
possible to adjust your AF to give you the sharpest possible result. Note that any lens used can only be calibrated for one 
focal length.  This doesn't matter, of course, for prime lenses, but zoom lenses present a problem.  The best solution is to 
choose a focal length which is in the focal length range that you most often use (that range is easy to find using a Lightroom
metadata filter). You can find out more about this by watching https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zE50jCUPhM

Critiquing Photos
We discussed the practice of critiquing photos shown at our meetings.  Generally, we will concentrate on the technical 
aspects of each photo: what is the subject? where is the focus point? does the composition support the subject? are there 
distracting elements which take away from the main subject? Can anything be removed form the photo without harming it 
(i.e. can the photo be simplified?).  

Each photo presented is the creative work of the photographer, so that “I like it/I don't like it” statements are not helpful 
unless they are followed by “because ...”, an explanation that provides useful feedback which the photographer, of course, is
free to accept of reject.

We looked at 34 photos, provided by: Dawn Caldwell, Derek Chambers, Diane Hopp, Diane Sullivan, Doug Boyce, Gloria 
Melnychuk, Kevin Haggkvist, Nigel Hemingway, and Wolfgang Viertel.  All the photos can be found under Recent Photos 
on the BLPG website (http://bridgelakephotogroup.com ) as well as on each photographer's showcase page.

Next meeting: Thursday, October 19, 2017.
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