
Meeting Report

January 4, 2018

AnnMarie Brown

Eleven members attended the meeting.  

Themes versus Assignments

As mentioned in the meeting reports for November16, 2017,  and December 7, 2017, we have been using themes to give 
members a target for their photography.  Now we are going to move to doing assignments, following the ideas of 
photographer Ted Forbes, the inspiration behind The Art of Photography.  You can see many of his videos on You Tube.
Forbes is a firm believer in using assignments to help photographers expand and hone their creative eye.  He has already 
posted eight assignments and has followed each up with a video featuring many of the photographs that his followers have 
submitted.  The fact that you can see such a wide variety of photos, each a response to the same assignment, is invaluable as
a learning tool.

The easiest way to understand our new approach is to watch Ted explain it.  He does so in the following videos:

1. The Photo Assignment ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds-8iOD69hs )
2. Let's Talk Photo Assignments ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6hbato-dDI )
3. Introducing – Photo Assignments 
(https://www.youtube.com/watchv=JB0rtvtmdF8&index=15&list=PLGEE7pGLuppQQHQEGclQqCYSz6aJU8Uof )

4. Photographer's Sketchbooks ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjdBm7dy9D8 )

A number of the meeting's attendees had already started their Photographer's Sketchbook, and explained how they had 
started it and what was in it. 
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The informal assignment, coming out of our December meeting (to be done by January 4th, 2018), was:

• Start up your own Photographer's Sketchbook – I suggested using an 8 1/2 x 11 size school notebook, but any size 
will do provided it is big enough to allow printed copies of some of your phots to be pasted in and there is room for
accompanying notes you might want to make, about a photo or about some ideas you might have for future 
exploration.

• Take 10 - 15 photos of your favourite subject (as described by Ted) and print some of them and paste them into 
your sketchbook.

If you need more clarification, look at what Ted is doing: ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yh5vm6J3-rI ).  In general, 
you can learn more about this whole approach by searching YouTube's list of Ted Forbes videos using the keyword 
assignment.

The above steps are really important if you want to take part in this process.  It is purely designed to help you develop your 
creative eye, and, not unlike any other endeavour, requires the investment of some sweat equity on your part to make it 
happen.  If you work at it, it will happen, and you will get great pleasure out of your personal growth (although Sadie is a 
little apprehensive about the whole thing!)...

Gloria Melnychuk

We viewed 26 photos, provided by: AnnMarie Brown, Derek Chambers, Gloria Melnychuk, and Nigel Hemingway.  All the
photos can be found under Recent Photos on the BLPG website (http://bridgelakephotogroup.com ) as well as on each 
photographer's showcase page. 

We then finished by watching, and subsequently discussing, another Ted Forbes video in which he explained Assignment 
#1: Variations.  You can see this video here.

Or here: ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=upiVXDyMFdM&t=6s&index=14&list=PLGEE7pGLuppQQHQEGclQqCYSz6aJU8Uof )

We will be working on and reporting about our progress on Assignment #1 for the rest of January.  Away you go!

Next meeting: Thursday, January 18, 2018.
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